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the Fiihrerhaus had behind them the compelling authority
of their respective peoples to find a formula ot peace. The
allegiance of Europe could not be guaranteed for war. If
this is true, there has been a profound advance in the fitful
influence of public opinion over government. The lesson of
1914—18 may perhaps have been learned by the peoples of the
West, in spite of their rulers.
The immediate lesson of Munich is a shameful betrayal
of perhaps the most up-to-date and scientific of all demo-
cracies—tyranny triumphing by exploiting the technique of
reason. But the deeper meaning is peace standing above and
beyond all parties and causes—peace has been preserved at
the eleventh hour, when every cause seemed lost, and the
great nations are unable to conceal their immediate instinc-
tive rejoicings.  At the moment it is no more than that—a
negative peace.  Peace with dishonour, but it provides the
work Anthony Eden has done, and has yet to do, with a
new challenge.   Time is on his side; even if the processes
of justice are slow, and of international justice, slower still.
The story this book attempts to unfold is not so much a
biography as an informal record of a premature experiment
in international collaboration, of which the first half of
Eden's life was but an incident. Yet there is more to it than
that, for Eden represents a new generation in British politics.
He has held and given up great office in a time when party
systems and loyalties are undermined by stronger issues—a
new electorate is waiting for his word.
If his task is to be resumed a purpose is served perhaps
by using the breathing space his resignation provides to
describe his political career and antecedents, and to select from
his crowded life the actions and the words that have earned
him the reputation generously defined by Mr. Churchill of
being * the one fresh figure of the first magnitude arising out
of the generation ravaged by the war'. If, then, this book
helps in some small way to convey the importance of
Anthony Eden in terms of his potential influence for the

